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When coronavirus became a global pandemic, daily life changed in a 
flash. As mayor, Brad Wiersum made a change, too, and began writing 
regular messages to the community. 

“I felt the need to have a positive and encouraging message at a very 
dark and difficult time,” Wiersum said. “I learned how much people 
appreciated it, and I made a lot of valuable connections as a result.” 

It is the connection he has 
enjoyed most throughout 
23 years of service to the 
city. Wiersum, who will retire 
at the end of the year, was 
first appointed to fill a city 
council vacancy in 2002 and 
was elected to a full term 
the following year. He was 
elected mayor in 2017 and 
again 2021. 

Wiersum continued on page 3. 

Wiersum retires as mayor 
The mayor served Minnetonka for 23 years 

It’s a people business. You’re 
working with people, and 
you’re solving problems, you 
like to think that along the way 
you are doing things that will 
improve your community.” 

Brad Wiersum, Mayor 

Schack elected as 
Minnetonka mayor 
Come January, a new mayor 
will be the face of the 
Minnetonka City Council. 

Rebecca Schack was 
elected to a four-
year term, replacing 
outgoing two-term 
mayor Brad Wiersum 
who chose not to run 
for re-election. Schack 
was appointed to the 
city council in July 2018. 
She was elected to the 
Ward 2 seat in 2019 and 
re-elected in 2023. 

Voters also re-elected 
Deb Calvert and Kimberly Wilburn for 
at-large city seats. Calvert has served on 
the city council since 2018. Wilburn was 
elected to the council in 2021. 

The councilmembers will begin serving 
four-year terms in January. 

MAYOR 
Rebecca Schack 7,634 votes (57.52%) 

AT LARGE A 
Deb Calvert 10,379 votes (78.2%) 

AT LARGE B 
Kimberly Wilburn 7,773 votes (58.57%) 

Visit minnetonkamn.gov/elections 
for full election results. 

https://minnetonkamn.gov/elections
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LANDSCAPE WINNER 

Chris Murphy “Sunrise Over the Minnehaha Headwaters” 

ANIMALS WINNER 

Cory Mondale “Do birds need pants?” 

UNIQUELY MINNETONKA WINNER 

Katie Rajchert “Autumn Reflections” 

2nd place: Jessica Reina “The resolution to being stumped is reflection” 

3rd place: Sue Merritt “Shady Oak Fall Splendor” 

2nd place: Jerold Wilson Selvaraj “Wrapped in morning mist” 

3rd place: Paul Pilosi “Clouds Above, Clouds Below” 

2nd place: Marlene Smith 
“Welcome to Minnetonka” 

3rd place: Richard Sedgwick 
“River Otters on Spring Lake” 

To see all photos submitted 
in this year s contest, go to 
minnetonkamn.gov/photocontestphotos. 

We’re proud to announce the winners of this year’s annual photo contest! 
A big thank you to everyone who submitted their photos—your passion beautifully captures the spirit of our community. 

WINNERS2025 Minnetonka Photo Contest 
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Council to adopt 2026 budget, tax levy 
The council will vote on adoption of the final 2026 budget and tax levy. 

In September, the city council set the 2026 preliminary levy increase at 7.935 percent, which 
includes 2.6 percent for the continued implementation of the public safety master plan and 
0.735 percent dedicated to future community facility and fire station improvements. 

The council is anticipated to adopt the final levy Dec. 8. 

What does this mean for the  
average homeowner? 

Learn more and provide input 

City property taxes for the median-valued A public meeting will be held Monday, Dec. 8 
Minnetonka home ($521,300 for taxes payable at 6 p.m. in the council chambers to discuss the 
in 2026) will see an annual tax increase of $169. proposed 2026 budget and final levy. 
The exact impact on specific properties depends Learn more about the city’s budget process 
on the assessed market value of each home. and submit feedback at 
The numbers do not include any proposed minnetonkamatters.com/minnetonka-budget. 
increases from other taxing jurisdictions, such as 
the county and local school district. 

MINNETONKA MEMO 3 

“It’s a people business. You’re working with people, and 
you’re solving problems,” the mayor said. “You like to think 
that along the way you are doing things that will improve 
your community.” 

In addition to helping lead the city through a pandemic, 
Wiersum is proud of Minnetonka’s work on housing. “Through 
our staff and council, we’ve made significant differences in 
a lot of people’s lives because of the work we’ve done on 
housing and affordable housing.” 

Wiersum also regards the purchase of The Marsh as a bold 
move that has been a good long-term decision for the city. 

“It’s not a done deal. There’s more work to be done to make it 
as good as it can be. But The Marsh was going to go away had 
the city not acquired it,” he said. “The facility benefits a lot of 
people, particularly seniors. The therapy pool is a life changer 
for many accident victims and people with mobility challenges.” 

Wiersum figures he’s attended well over 1,000 meetings and 
likely cast more than 10,000 votes while on the city council. 

“It’s so interesting. You meet a lot of different people in a lot 
of unique circumstances, and, to me, that’s just a lot of fun,” 
Wiersum said. 

Wiersum continued from page 1. 

https://minnetonkamatters.com/minnetonka-budget


  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

  
 

Community Housing and Food Resources 

Each day, Minnetonka’s housing team connects residents to essential housing, shelter and food support. 
If you or someone you know needs help, explore these community resources. 

Scan the QR code or visit minnetonkamn.gov/housing for more specific crisis services. 

Housing and Shelter Support  

Food Access  

Emergency Assistance  

His House Foundation 
Partners with the city to provide emergency 
homelessness response and housing stabilization. 
612-325-4693 

HousingLink 
Affordable rental listings across the area 
and updates on housing programs. 
housinglink.org 

HomeLine 
Free legal advice on landlord-tenant rights 
and responsibilities. Call or text. 
612-728-5767 

ResourceWest 
Helps western Hennepin County residents find 
rental housing and provides referrals. 
952-933-3860 

Hennepin County Veterans Services 
Supports veterans, service members and families 
with housing and VA benefits. 
612-348-3300 

Minnesota Food Helpline 
Connects residents to nearby food shelves 
and nutrition support. 
1-888-711-1151 

ICA Food Shelf 
(Intercongregation Communities Association) 
Provides groceries, meals and emergency  
housing assistance. 
952-938-0729 

Hennepin Waypoint 
Mobile-friendly directory for housing, food, 
shelter and more. 
hennepinwaypoint.org 

Community Action Partnership for  
Suburban Hennepin (CAPSH) 
Offers housing stability, homebuyer assistance 
and winter energy aid. 
952-933-9639 

MINNETONKA MEMO 4 
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GREAT MINNETONKA 

Dec. 20 – Jan. 4 
Community Center

to Jidana Park 

Watch for more hunting info at 
minnetonkamn.gov/yetihunt 

The annual Great Minnetonka 
Yeti Hunt is on! 

Over winter break, stuffed Yeti will be hanging 
around the trail between Minnetonka 
Community Center and Jidana Park. 

Find each Yeti, unscramble the letters and solve 
a riddle for a chance to win a prize. 

Community 
Center 

Jidana Park 

Island only
accessible in 

winter Boardwalk 

Start
Here!Minnetonka Blvd. 

WINTER FUN 
begins NOW! 

Make winter your favorite season by trying out a new 
program with Hopkins-Minnetonka Recreation. 

Choose from an array of activities including kids’ 
programs, tennis lessons, fitness programs and athletic 
leagues. There is something for everyone! 

How to Register 
Register online at minnetonkamn.gov/register or call 
between 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Tuesday, Dec. 9, 8 a.m.
GENERAL RECREATION PROGRAMS 
AND ICE SKATING LESSONS  

952-939-8203 General Programs 

952-939-8310 Ice Skating Lessons 

Thursday, Dec. 11, 8 a.m.
SENIOR PROGRAMS 

952-939-8393 Senior Programs 

Swimming lessons and tennis lessons have 
additional registration dates. Visit 
minnetonkamn.gov/recbrochure for more info and to 
browse the 2026 Winter/Spring Recreation Brochure. 

MINNETONKA MEMO 5 
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L I G H T  U P T H E  
Cozy up for the holidays at the

Burwell House 
COMMONS 

Gather your friends and family to 
welcome winter at Ridgedale Commons. 
Enjoy activities, crafts, park lighting and 
more. We invite visitors to dress up their 

dogs to sparkle and glow, too! 

Saturday, Dec. 6 
4:45–6 p.m. 

Ridgedale Commons  
12590 Ridgedale Drive 

The City of Minnetonka Historical Society invites 
you to the historic Charles H. Burwell house to 
celebrate a Victorian holiday season. 

Holiday Open House 
Sunday, Dec. 7, 1–4 p.m. Refreshments served 

Holiday Tours 
Sunday, Dec. 14, 1–4 p.m. 

Admission is free, but donations are appreciated. 

13209 E. McGinty Road, Minnetonka 
minnetonkamn.gov/burwellhouse 

5 p.m. • Glow Stick and Candy Hunt 

5:05 p.m. • Light up the Park 
• DJ dance party begins 

5:05–6 p.m. 

• Hot cocoa 
• The Corn Dog Company Food truck 
• Fire performer 
• Crafts and more For more information visit: 

minnetonkamn.gov/farmersmarket 

Minnetonka Community Center 
14600 Minnetonka Blvd. 

Saturday 
Dec. 13 

10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

Attend our winter giftable market to purchase 
crafts, soaps, candles, handmade gifts and more. 

MINNETONKA MEMO 6 
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Sharpen your skates! The ice is nice 
Outdoor ice-skating season is right around the corner. 

Warming houses are scheduled to open Dec. 20 (weather permitting) at: 

Minnetonka Hopkins 
Boulder Creek, Covington, Glen Lake, Gro Tonka, Burnes, Oakes, Central, Harley, 

McKenzie, Meadow and Spring Hill parks Interlachen and Valley parks 

SKATING RINK HOURS 

Monday–Friday 4:30–9 p.m. 

Saturdays Noon–9 p.m. 

Sundays Noon–7 p.m. 

Holidays See website 

For weather related updates, rink conditions and closings, please call the weather hotline at 952-939-8355 or visit 

minnetonkamn.gov/outdoorrinks 

Winter is coming.
Are you ready? 
Get ready for the winter season. Here are some items to keep 
in mind for the coldest months of the year. 

• Plowing operations typically 
begin between midnight and 
4 a.m. 

• Minnetonka crews only plow 
Minnetonka roads. County and 
state teams deal with highways 
like 169, 494 and County Road 
101. 

• Mark the edge of your lawn or 
driveway. Curb flags are available 
at public works and city hall. 

• Don’t blow snow into the street. 
Snow from your driveway must 
remain on your property. 

• Have a plan for parking. Cars 
left on the street during plowing 
operations are subject to tagging 
and towing at owners expense. 

• Larger snowfalls may require 
multi-day operations. Crews first 
clear streets, then parking lots, 
sidewalks, trails and ice rinks. 

MINNETONKA MEMO 7 
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City of Minnetonka Calendar 
2 Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Commission, 6 p.m. 
3 Park Board, 6 p.m. 
4 Planning Commission, 6 p.m. 
6 Light up the Commons, 4:45 p.m. 
8 City Council and Economic Development Authority, 6 p.m. 
9 Senior Advisory Board, 10 a.m. 
11 Economic Development Advisory Commission, 6 p.m. 
13 Winter Market, 10 a.m. 
15 City Council Study Session, 6 p.m. 
18 Planning Commission, 6 p.m. 
22 City Council and Economic Development Authority, 6 p.m. 
24 City offices close at noon 
25 Christmas Holiday, city offices closed 

Most city meetings begin at 6 p.m. Visit  
minnetonkamn.gov/participate to learn how to take 
part remotely. Watch meetings live and on-demand at 
minnetonkamn.gov/tv. 
For up-to-date information, visit  
minnetonkamn.gov/calendar or call 952-939-8200. 

14600 Minnetonka Blvd. 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

952-939-8200 | minnetonkamn.gov 

Mayor
Brad Wiersum 612-723-3907 

bwiersum@minnetonkamn.gov 

Council 
At Large: Deb Calvert 612-205-5399 

dcalvert@minnetonkamn.gov 
Kimberly Wilburn 952-222-8142

 kwilburn@minnetonkamn.gov 

Ward 1: Patsy Foster-Bolton 952-491-0407 
pbolton@minnetonkamn.gov 

Ward 2: Rebecca Schack 612-590-3735 
rschack@minnetonkamn.gov 

Ward 3: Paula Ramaley 952-222-0105 
pramaley@minnetonkamn.gov 

Ward 4: Kissy Coakley 952-486-9670 
kcoakley@minnetonkamn.gov 

City Manager
Mike Funk 952-939-8200 

mfunk@minnetonkamn.gov 
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Enroll in Minnetonka Academy 

Serve your community 
Apply by Jan. 1 to serve on a board or commission in 2026 and beyond. 

City council will review applications and conduct interviews in early 2026. 

Park Board advises council on parks and trails – 1 vacancy 

Planning 
Commission 

reviews development proposal and land use 
requests – 2 vacancies 

Visit minnetonkamn.gov/boards-commissions to learn more. 

Get an inside look into how your city operates 
at the annual Minnetonka Academy. This free 
program includes sessions led by each city 
department from police and fire to parks, 
recreation and community development. 

“The entire program felt like a fun civic 
lesson,” said a 2025 academy participant. “It 
made me feel very grateful for the quality 
services the city provides.” 

Minnetonka Academy 2026 
Tuesdays, Jan. 27-March 3 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Locations vary 

Register by Jan. 6 at 
minnetonkamn.gov/academy. 

Call 952-939-8211 with questions. 

mailto:mfunk@minnetonkamn.gov
mailto:kcoakley@minnetonkamn.gov
mailto:pramaley@minnetonkamn.gov
mailto:rschack@minnetonkamn.gov
mailto:pbolton@minnetonkamn.gov
mailto:kwilburn@minnetonkamn.gov
https://minnetonkamn.gov
https://minnetonkamn.gov/calendar
https://minnetonkamn.gov/tv
https://minnetonkamn.gov/participate
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/academy
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/boards-commissions



