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Community Drop-off Day is JUNE 7
Twice each year, Minnetonka Public Works offers special community drop-off events. It’s an easy and responsible way 
to dispose of materials you no longer need. Our teams separate materials into different categories, helping prevent 
contamination, maximizing resource recovery and minimizing environmental impact.

Minnetonka Public Works | 11522 Minnetonka Blvd. | 8 a.m.–3 p.m.
Visit minnetonkamn.gov/dropoff to view accepted and not-accepted items, including specific details and prices.

• �Use the east entrance to Public Works. 

• �Have your ID ready with a Minnetonka address.

• �No need to arrive early. Midmorning lines are shorter.

• �Cash or check payable to City of Minnetonka.

• �Miss the June event? See you again on Sept. 6.

DROP-OFF DAY PRO TIPS

New  
Location!

Tuesdays, 2–6 p.m.  |  June 3–Sept. 30

The Marsh Parking Lot 
15000 Minnetonka Blvd.

Visit minnetonkamn.gov/farmersmarket for more information.

Donate your used building materials!

Used building materials, including studs, flooring and light fixtures, can be donated to Better Futures at the event 
at no cost to you. Donated materials will be reused and kept out of landfills.

https://minnetonkamn.gov/dropoff
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/farmersmarket
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SUMMER FEST
2025 MINNETONKA Saturday, June 28

Civic Center Park   ■   14600 Minnetonka Blvd.   ■   4–10:30 p.m.

MAIN STAGE ENTERTAINMENT
5:45–6:30 p.m.	 Koo Koo	   

6:55 p.m. 	 Welcome by Mayor Wiersum

7–10 p.m.	 Bluewater Kings Band  

More info: 

	�Bike to Summer Fest: Bike racks will be available for 
bikers to secure their bikes. 

 	� Restrooms are available in Ice Arena A & B 
 and on the Summer Fest grounds.

	 �Weather Hotline: 952-939-8355

	� Schedule and events are subject to change or cancelation. 
Please check the city website for any event status changes.

4 p.m.	 Tot Trot
This free running event for children ages 2-8 starts 
at the bottom of the hill near the amphitheater and 
proceeds up the hill toward the ice arena  
(2-3 blocks long depending upon age).   
No registration is required. All participants will  
receive a medal at the finish line.   

Tot Trot Race Times 
Ages 2–3	 4:05 p.m. 
Ages 4–5 	 4:10 p.m. 
Ages 6–8	 4:15 p.m.

4–5:30 p.m.	 Fire Department Open House

4– 8/9 p.m.  	 • �Caricature artists
	 • �Airbrush Tattoos
	 • �Wacky Hair Artists
	 • �Arts and Crafts
	 • �Carlson’s Llovable Llamas
	 • �Inflatables
	 • �Bungee Trampolines
	 • �Human Foosball
	 • �Sports Challenge
	 • �Ninja Anywhere Ninja Rig
	 • �Vertical Climbing Wall
	 • �Sensory Tent

4–10 p.m.	� �Food Vendors
A variety of food and beverages available to purchase.   
Beer and wine sales provided by the Minnetonka Rotary.

10 p.m.  	 Fireworks! 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE FREE!

Pickleball Tournament 
Don’t miss the annual Summer Fest Pickleball Tournament! 
Women and men’s doubles begin at 9 a.m. and mixed 
doubles at 1:30 p.m. You may play in both a men’s/women’s 
division, as well as a mixed doubles division. 
This is an unsanctioned event.

June 28 
9 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 
Lone Lake Park

Course: 3201101  
$60 per team/event
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IN THE COMMONS

Enjoy yoga on the lawn. Free! Bring a yoga mat and water bottle. No registration required.

Saturdays 
June 7, 21, July 12, 26, Aug. 9, 23 
8:30–9:30 a.m.
Ridgedale Commons 
12590 Ridgdedale Drive

IN THE
PARK

Bring a blanket or lawn chair.

Civic Center Park Amphitheater 
14600 Minnetonka Blvd. 

Enjoy music for the whole family 
throughout the summer.

All events 
are free!

June 24  
Jeff Dayton

July 1 
Salsa del Soul

sponsored by

July 8  
Westwind  
Big Band

SHADY OAK BEACH
Opens June 7!

How to get your Shady Oak Beach pass
• Purchase or renew online at minnetonkamn.gov/register

• Call 952-939-8203, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

• Swing by Shady Oak Beach during beach operation hours

Get the most out of summer with a  
Shady Oak Beach season pass. 
Renew or purchase your pass to enjoy unlimited entry  
June 7-Aug. 17. Existing cards will be reactivated. 

sponsored by

For rates and complete details, visit minnetonkamn.gov/beach.

https://mnminnetonkaweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/splash.html?ccode=NextGenBeachPass&_
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/beach
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MINNETONKA CELEBRATES THE WORK OF

Rolf Sponheim
Rolf Sponheim remembers when casefiles meant heavy briefcases 
and paper stacks—now, everything’s digital. “A bunch of electronic 
files don’t fly off the roof of your car into a mud puddle,” he joked. 
After more than 30 years as Minnetonka’s associate city attorney, Sponheim 
retired in May. He joined the city in 1992 after working at a private firm, 
drawn by a passion for prosecution and a belief in seeking justice. 

Over the years, he handled a wide range of cases, from DWIs to domestic 
assault, presenting evidence gathered by Minnetonka police. Sponheim 
found his greatest satisfaction in jury trials, which he described as a mix of 
psychology, theater and legal strategy. Minnetonka, one of few metro cities 
with full-time city attorneys, benefited from his dedication. 

“Your job is to seek justice,” he said. “It’s essentially the right thing to do.” 

Minnetonka Drinking Water Report
The City of Minnetonka works hard to provide you with safe 
and reliable drinking water that meets federal and state water 
quality requirements. The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency sets safe drinking water standards. These standards 
limit the amounts of specific contaminants allowed in drinking 
water to ensure that tap water is safe to drink for most people.

City staff work with the Minnesota Department of Health to test 
drinking water for more than 100 contaminants that may pose 
health concerns. Each year a report is prepared that provides 
information about the city’s water system and how it compares 
to state and federal standards.

View the 2024 Drinking Water Report on the city’s website at 
minnetonkamn.gov/water. The public may download and 
print a copy of the water report from the website or pick up a 
paper copy at Minnetonka Public Works at 11522 Minnetonka 
Blvd. during normal business hours.  

https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/water
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Kerr named Firefighter 
of the Year
After serving with the Minnesota National Guard, Brian Kerr 
knew he wanted something more. He found it as a paid on-call 
firefighter.

“I didn’t know if it was an option open to me,” he said. “But I 
quickly realized I loved all aspects of firefighting, especially the 
friendships.”

Kerr was recently named Firefighter of the Year, the department’s 
highest honor reserved for individuals who personify the motto 
Service Before Self.

“Brian consistently drives the standard and is not only the leader 
of the station, but you can count on him being there when the 
community calls,” said Chief Kevin Fox.

Kerr is the captain at Station 4, but most shifts begin at Station 
1 working with battalion chiefs to coordinate where to deploy 
firefighters and apparatus across the city.

The increase in calls is the biggest change he’s seen in 18 years, 
which contributes to the busy pace of the work he still enjoys.

Register for Night to Unite
Turn on the porch lights and 
fire up the grill. Minnetonka’s 
Night to Unite is Tuesday, Aug. 
5. Register your block party by 
July 18 to request visits from city 
departments, including police, 
fire and public works. 

Register and find party planning tools at  
minnetonkamn.gov/night-to-unite.

Safety day returns June 25
Register kids entering grades 
3–5 for Minnetonka Police 
and Fire’s annual Safety Day. 
This hands-on event teaches 
personal and fire safety. Kids 
can explore police and fire equipment and 
enjoy lunch, snacks and giveaways. The fun 
begins at 8 a.m. rain or shine.  

Check out an AED  
for your gathering
The Minnetonka 
Fire Department 
now offers 
automated external 
defibrillators 
for check out to 
assist with the 
treatment and 
survival of sudden 
cardiac arrest victims.  Learn more at 
minnetonkamn.gov/fire.

https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/night-to-unite
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/fire


Chalk Camp – Street Art (ages 8-11) 
Aug. 11–14, 9–11 a.m. 
Ridgedale Commons
Register at minnetonkamn.gov/register 
course #3150600-01

MINNETONKA MEMO   6

Step back in time
at the historic Charles H. Burwell House.  

Free guided tours!

More info: minnetonkamn.gov/burwellhouse

The art of chalk

Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays,  
1–4 p.m. through August

Visit Minnetonka Matters to learn about current projects 
in the community. 

• �Planning and development

• �Parks and open space

• �Street, trail and infrastructure

• �Ordinances and liquor licenses

• �Special projects

Browse by category or search to learn about and  
provide feedback on projects that impact you. Join  
the conversation at minnetonkamatters.com.

Follow projects on Minnetonka Matters

Professional street painter Tara Aikens discovered a passion 
for chalk art during the pandemic, drawing with her two 
young kids on her driveway. Her work has expanded to 
include large-scale interactive 3D street paintings, murals, 
custom sneakers and cleats.
Now, the Minnetonka resident brings her love of street art to others in 
her chalk art camps and one-day programs, teaching them the basics 
of drawing and shading and advanced techniques like perspective and 
3D illusions.

“Chalk art is a fantastic art form for kids of all ages, even grown-ups,” 
Aikens says. “It’s one of the few art forms you can directly interact with 
which makes it super fun for kids. They can avoid the lava, jump over a 
hole, balance on a tower of Minions, the possibilities are endless.”

For more summer programs, check out the Summer 2025 Recreation Brochure at minnetonkamn.gov/recbrochure.

https://www.minnetonkamatters.com
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/burwellhouse
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/register
https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/recbrochure


Helping pollinators thrive  
in Minnetonka
Monarch butterflies and other pollinators are beautiful, essential  
members of natural communities—even in urban areas like the Twin Cities.  
As they buzz and hum between blooms, they spread pollen, helping plants 
flourish. That means more flowers in our yards, stronger wildlife habitat and 
valuable natural resources. Even small changes on private property, like planting 
native flowers or reducing pesticide use, can make a big difference  
for pollinators.

Habitat loss, pesticide use and climate change are driving population  
declines locally and worldwide. In response, Minnetonka signed the  
National Wildlife Federation’s Mayors’ Monarch Pledge in 2017. “The pledge 
offers 29 action steps that support our vision of a beautiful, sustainable and 
healthy environment,” said Christine Petersen, who coordinates the city’s 
pollinator efforts.

Minnetonka has since become a national leader in urban pollinator protection. 
Native plants are found in city landscapes. City staff, contractors and volunteers 
work together to remove invasive species and restore diverse habitats. 
Milkweed—monarch caterpillars’ only food—is planted throughout parks and 
public areas.
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How you can help
• �Take the Polli-Neighbor Pledge 

• �Add native plants, reduce chemical use and leave winter 
habitat in your yard

• �Attend workshops or volunteer

Discover more at minnetonkamn.gov/resilient-minnetonka.

NATURAL RESOURCE HAPPENINGS
Workshops 
Register at minnetonkamn.gov/NRevents.

Volunteer with Us 
Enjoy the outdoors, support your 
community and gain hands-on experience. 
Find dates, locations and sign-up info at 
minnetonkamn.gov/NRevents.

�Rain Garden Basics  
June 5, 6:30–8 p.m. 
Minnetonka Community Center

Native Edible Plantings  
July 10, 6:30–8 p.m. 
Ridgedale Library

MONARCH & 
POLLINATOR HABITAT

http://minnetonkamn.gov/resilient-minnetonka
http://minnetonkamn.gov/NRevents
http://minnetonkamn.gov/NRevents


3	 Farmers Market, 2 p.m.
4	 Park Board, 6 p.m.
5	 Planning Commission, 6 p.m.
7	 Yoga in the Commons, 8:30 a.m.
9	 City Council & Economic Development Authority, 6 p.m.
10	 Senior Advisory Board, 10 a.m.
10	 Farmers Market, 2 p.m.
12	 Economic Development Advisory Commission, 6 p.m.
16	 City Council Study Session, 6 p.m.
17	 Farmers Market, 2 p.m.
19	 Juneteenth Holiday, city offices closed
21	 Sounds of Blackness, 1–4 p.m.
21	 Yoga in the Commons, 8:30 a.m.
23	 City Council & Economic Development Authority, 6 p.m.
24	 Farmers Market, 2 p.m.
24	 Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Commission, 6 p.m.
24	 Music in the Park, 6:30 p.m.
26	 Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
28	 Minnetonka Summer Fest, 4 p.m.

City meetings are held in person. Visit  
minnetonkamn.gov/virtual-meetings to learn how to 
participate remotely. Watch meetings live and on-demand 
at minnetonkamn.gov/tv. 
For up-to-date information, visit  
minnetonkamn.gov/calendar or call 952-939-8200.
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Mayor
Brad Wiersum	 612-723-3907 
	 bwiersum@minnetonkamn.gov

Council
At Large: �	 Deb Calvert	 612-205-5399 

		  dcalvert@minnetonkamn.gov
	 Kimberly Wilburn	 952-222-8142	 
		   kwilburn@minnetonkamn.gov

Ward 1: 	 Patsy Foster-Bolton	 952-491-0407	  
		  pbolton@minnetonkamn.gov

Ward 2: 	 Rebecca Schack	 612-590-3735 
		  rschack@minnetonkamn.gov	
Ward 3: 	 Paula Ramaley	 952-222-0105 
		  pramaley@minnetonkamn.gov	
Ward 4: 	 Kissy Coakley	 952-486-9670 
		  kcoakley@minnetonkamn.gov

City Manager
Mike Funk	 952-939-8200 
	 mfunk@minnetonkamn.gov

14600 Minnetonka Blvd. 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

952-939-8200 | minnetonkamn.gov SOUNDS 
   OF 

BLACKNESS

Celebrate the joy of Juneteenth with

June 21, 1–4 p.m.
 Ridgedale Commons, 12590 Ridgedale Drive

Local Music   •   Food   •   Vendors   •   Dancing

More info at minnetonkamn.gov/juneteenth

FREE 
EVENT

https://www.minnetonkamn.gov/juneteenth



